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Prof. Ernst Haeckel, have done no small work in obtaining recognition for the 
theory of evolution in Germany. While Haeckel's work has been confined to the 
field of exact science, Carus Sterne has complemented the labors of his co-worker 
by pointing out the moral truths contained in Darwinism. We are aware of the 
fact that Carus Sterne has also written purely scientific works, "Werden und 
Vergehen," for instance; but what we wish to emphasise as his especial merit is 
that he was, so far as we know, the first to call attention to the moral workings of 
nature in her great cosmic empire. As an article characteristic of this trait in 
Carus Sterne's writings we refer the reader not familiar with German literature to 
his article "The Education of Parents by their Children," a translation of which 
appeared in Nos. 22 and 23 of The Open Court. 

The present book (over 400 pages) discusses the following subjects : Pagan and 
Christian Cosmology ; Copernicus, Tycho Brahe, and Kepler ; The Controversy 
Concerning the Geo-centric View ; The Infinitude of Habitable Worlds ; From Ba- 
con to Newton ; The Beginnings of an Animal- and Plant-Geography; The Doctrine 
of Spontaneous Generation ; The Discussion Concerning the Origin of Birds ; The 
Terrestrial Globe and Its Fossils ; Diluvianism ; The Mongrel Theory ; The Doc- 
trines of Preformation and Metamorphosis ; The Doctrine of Catastrophes ; Per- 
sistence or Mutability ; The Controversy on the Anthropocentric View ; The Origin 
of Language ; On the History of Evolution. n. 

Ueber die Aufgaben einer allgemeinen Rechtswissenschaft. By Dr. Alb. 

Herm. Post. Oldenburg and Leipsic : A. Schwartz. 

The author of this little book, Dr. Albert Hermann Post, a Judge of the courtf 
of the free city of Bremen, Germany, has made the study of ethnological juris- 
prudence the scientific work of his life. His idea and purpose are to establish a 
positive science of jurisprudence in the widest and most comprehensive sense of the 
word, on the basis of an investigation of all the forms of law, available to re- 
search, that have ever appeared. A universal science of jurisprudence, accord- 
ing to this conception, would have for its subject-matter the contents of the 
jural sense or consciousness of the entire human race, — the jural facts of the to- 
tality of human society. In other words, this science must be, not only historical, 
but ethnological. It must include the jural life not only of the civilised, but also of 
the uncivilised races of mankind : it must comprehend all. It thus constitutes a step 
beyond that great movement of the beginning of this century which gave us the 
science of the history of law. It extends the latter, supplements it, and aims to 
find in the juro-social existence of undeveloped and uncivilised races the germs of 
legal practices and institutions that the literary history and traditions of civilised 
peoples would never supply. 

The matter of the present work of Dr. Post takes up some 215 pages. It 
treats of the available sources of such a universal science of law, of the elaboration 
of these sources ; it gives a concise and illustrative epitome of the most important 
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parallel phenomena met with in the jural life of the human race, — e. g. in the de- 
partments of the Law of Inheritance, of Property, of Marriage, etc., etc., — and a 
survey of the separate ethnic divisions of law over the whole earth. 

It is a grand task — the realisation of this conception. And its execution in its 
enormous magnitude is only possible through the speedy and intelligent co-operation 
of scientists and travellers as well as jurists. It will make of jurisprudence a natural 
science, as distinguished from the a priori character this study has up till now as- 
sumed ; and its prosecution will impart into the science a light and freshness which 
it sadly needs. Next to theology, the science of law is least pervaded with the 
spirit of modern research. And this is eminently so in our country, where hardly 
the history, let alone the ethnology of law, is studied. 

We are tempted to give a much more thorough and detailed exposition of Dr. 
Post's ideas. But an original article will appear from his pen in a future number 
of The Monist, and therefore we are brief. iiKpn. 



